
 
Auditions for Wait Until Dark 

 
Auditions for Wait Until Dark, by Frederick Knott, will be at 7 p.m.  Sunday, August 11, and 
Monday, August 12, at The Belfry Theatre, 10690 Greenfield Ave., Noblesville. 

The show’s director is Jen Otterman. Assistant director is Eric Matters. Producer is Joni 
Corbett. 

There will be readings from the script.  

An audition form should be completed prior to the audition. If you are unable to complete the 
form prior to the audition, please arrive early to complete it. 

Bring a headshot if you have one and attach it to the audition form. If not, one will be taken at 
the audition. 

All actors will be notified by Tuesday, August 13, either by text or email. 

Production and audition inquiries: email director Jen Otterman at beachfairies@hotmail.com 

Read through will be Thursday, August 15 at the Belfry Theatre. 

Rehearsals will begin Monday, Aug. 19. Rehearsals will be 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, Aug. 19-Sept 19, from 7 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.  NO rehearsal on Labor Day, Monday. 
Sept 2. 

Tech Saturday will be all day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat. Sept. 21, 2019. Tech Week will be 
Monday, Sept 23-Thursday, Sept. 26, with call at 6:30 p.m. for full runs of the show. 

During the three-week run of the show, there will be brush-up rehearsals on Thursday, Oct. 3, 
and Thursday, Oct. 10. 

https://thebelfrytheatre.com/index.php/get-involved/audition-announcements/9-belfry-theatre-auditions
mailto:beachfairies@hotmail.com


Any expected absences for rehearsals should be noted on the audition form. No absences are 
allowed during the run of the show. 
 
Eight shows will be presented over three weekends: 8 p.m. Fridays, Sept. 27, Oct. 4 and 11.  
8 p.m. Saturdays, Sept 28, Oct. 5 and 12 and 2 p.m. Sundays, Oct. 6 and 13. 
 

 

Synopsis 
 
A sinister con man, Roat, and two ex-convicts, Mike and Carlino, are about 
to meet their match. They have traced the location of a mysterious doll, 
which they are much interested in, to the Greenwich Village apartment of 
Sam Hendrix and his blind wife, Susy. Sam had apparently been persuaded 
by a strange woman to transport the doll across the Canadian border, not 
knowing that sewn inside were several grams of heroin. When the woman is 
murdered the situation becomes more urgent. The con man and his ex-
convicts, through a cleverly constructed deception, convince Susy that the 
police have implicated Sam in the woman's murder, and the doll, which she 
believes is the key to his innocence, is evidence. She refuses to reveal its 
location, and with the help of a young neighbor, figures out she is the victim 
of a bizarre charade. But when Roat kills his associates, a deadly game of 
cat and mouse ensues between the two. Susy knows the only way to play 
fair is by her rules, so when darkness falls she turns off all the lights leaving 
both of them to maneuver in the dark until the game ends. 
 
 
WAIT UNTIL DARK CHARACTER BREAKOUTS 
6 MEN  
1 WOMEN 
1 YOUNG ADOLESCENT 
 
MIKE TALMAN (Stage age 30-50) 
At one time, Mike was a decent human being, and still has impulses that 
way – unlike Roat or Carlino. He has natural empathy and compassion, but 
has chosen the life of a small time grifter. He is rootless and alone in the 
world; a gambler.  He has natural charm and a good-natured style. He’s 
easy to talk to and thinks fast on his feet. However, as a result of a double-
cross at the hands of Lisa, his former partner in the con game, he and 
Carlino were both sent to prison. 



Mike’s been out of prison for three months now, and in that time, he’s gotten 
into serious debt with a loan shark. He has to come up with a large sum to 
keep the loan shark from hurting him. 
 
SERGEANT CARLINO (Stage age 35-50) 
Carlino is a small-time grifter. He is a coarse, uneducated man who isn’t 
bothered by a conscience. He lives from day to day just trying to survive in a 
world that is smarter than he. He’s not a cruel or sadistic person, but he 
does what he has to do in order to survive without much moral compunction. 
He is a fairly good con man, although he’s never the brains behind any 
scheme – but he has an air of authority and that makes him a natural for 
impersonating police officers. He’s willing to do pretty much anything if the 
price is right. He seldom thinks more than one step ahead of the game, and 
so he very often ends up on the short end of any con. 
Carlino teamed up with Mike years ago and he has also just been paroled 
from prison and is broke. 
 
 
HARRY ROAT (Stage age 40-55) 
Roat is a true sociopath with a sadistic streak.  Like many sociopaths, he is 
highly intelligent and manipulates people with ease. He is an excellent con 
man, although, unlike Mike and Carlino, that’s not Roat’s only game – he’s a 
versatile and audacious criminal and will do anything for money or a thrill. 
He enjoys seeing others in pain. He has no conscience. 
Roat is a master of disguise who is adept at using people’s weaknesses to 
gain an advantage. He is a supreme narcissist believing other people are far 
beneath him and he enjoys playing them.  Think Ted Bundy. He will stop at 
nothing. 
 
SUSY HENDRIX (Stage age 28)  
Susy is a vivacious young woman who was blinded in a car accident a year 
ago. Possessed of a very strong will, she decided not long after her accident 
that she would not let it ruin her life. She met Sam a few months after the 
accident and was drawn to his refusal to see her as handicapped and she 
married him. She is highly intuitive and a very sensitive person. These traits 
sometimes give her an air of vulnerability that is a counterpoint to her strong 
spirit. Susy is still adjusting to her blindness – and to her relatively new 
marriage – and is happy to subjugate her natural free-spiritedness to Sam’s 
more rigid way of living. 



 
SAM HENDRIX (Stage age 30-40) 
Sam is a tough ex-marine and a man who has lifted himself up by his own 
bootstraps. He is intelligent, but not an intellectual. He’s a practical man who 
never wallows in sentiment and, while he has a sensitive side, he is not 
comfortable showing it, even to Susy. 
 He is a photographer, but not possessed of an artistic temperament. He 
works hard, does a good job and enjoys his life with Susy. He loves her very 
much and wants to see her reach her full potential as a person regardless of 
her blindness. 
 
GLORIA (Stage Age 12-13) 
Gloria is at that very awkward age between childhood and adolescence. 
She is a bright child and has a good heart, but her home life is fairly rough 
(her mother is undependable, and her father abandoned the family not long 
ago) and she’s terribly uncomfortable in her body. Gloria wants desperately 
to be seen like a young woman – but she is very much still mired in 
childhood. She can be very petty and given to tantrums, and she has a 
vague crush on Sam which makes her jealous of Susy. 
However, she also likes Susy because Susy sometimes takes the role of 
surrogate mother/big sister to her, offering kind words and advice and giving 
her responsibilities like doing the grocery shopping for Susy and Sam. 
 
TWO POLICE OFFICERS (Stage age flexible) 
Two cops come in at the end right after the climax of the play. Both men are 
serious about their work and very professional. However, they’ve never 
seen anything like what greets them at 27B Grogan Street. 
 


